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On New Year’s Eve, men from each village dressed as Namahage visit homes in the district while 
shouting out whether there are any crying babies or misbehaving children, or whether the young 
wife of the household is an early riser.
For the people of Oga, the Namahage are deities who visit at the end of the year to admonish 
laziness, and bear tidings of good health, good harvests, and products from the mountains and 
oceans. At the homes they visit, the Namahage deities are received courteously and served food 
and sake in accordance with traditional custom.
Historically, the Namahage event of Oga City took place during Ko-shogatsu (Little New Year, 
around January 15th), but is now held on New Year’s Eve in some 90 villages.
In 2018, Oga no Namahage was designated as a UNESCO intangible cultural heritage. 
(that was already designated as national important intangible folk cultural property in 
1978)

Collection of 150 masks

Namahage Museum

�x +81-185-24-9141 Oga City Tourism Division
�x +81-185-47-7787 DMO Oga-City Tourism Association
�x +81-185-22-5050 Namahage Museum
�x +81-185-33-3191 Oga Onsen Community Hall: Gofu
ogakkdmo@gmail.com
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Tourism Information

Further information can be found on the website

How many Namahages can you Þnd within Oga peninsula?

•Og� n� Namahag�Ž

UNESCO intangible cultural heritage (designated in 2018)
Constituent cultural properties

Toshidon ritual of Koshikijima
Namahage ritual of Oga
Amamehagi ritual of Noto
Paantou ritual of Miyakojima
Little New Year rituals of Yuza(Amahage)
Mizukaburi ritual of Yonekawa
Kasedori ritual of Mishima
Suneka ritual of Yoshihama
Mendon ritual of Satsuma-ioujima
Boze ritual of Akusekijima
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Namahage Experience right in front of you

Oga Shinzan Folklore Museum

Origin of Namahage Legend

Akagami Shrine
Goshado

999 stone steps

A lively and mystic Winter Festival

Namahage Sedo Festival

Must-see Namahage Entertainment

Old legend says that
ogres built the 999 stone

steps within a night.

Namahage Drum Live

Namahage Souvenirs Workshop

Instagenic Oga’s 3 giant statues of Namahage

Lineup of Namahage merchandise

Michi-no-Eki Oga "Ogare"
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